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a small-minded person. There is a state higher even than that,
It is you who sing the song: 'All that exists are Thou.' "J2 "I
thought you wers a vast receptacle of life, you will do great
things in the world, bring spiritual consciousness to men, and
assuage the misery of the humble and the poor."23

*As Naren's work was to be in the form, of compassion and
service to humanity, he could not remain in Nirvikalpa Samddhi9
if he was to do it. The Master had no intention of permitting
him to stay there. He prayed that the Divine Mother may keep
this realization of the Absolute veiled from Naren.'24

Thus, the Buddha in Swamiji came down from the ivory
tower of divine bliss, and moved into the grander ecstasy of
compassion for the suffering humanity. To us, the turn of the
event has been grand, but to Swamiji, compassion meant
identification, and he suffered constantly, thinking of the
suffering humanity. Like the Buddha, his sole thought, during
his life as a wandering monk, was how to redeem the humanity
of its manifold suffering. To illustrate this point, Swami
Turiyananda, a gurubhai or brother-disciple of Swami
Vivekananda, has narrated a couple of deeply touching inci-
dents.

Few days before Swamiji's departure for the U.S A. in May
1893, Turiyananda met him at Abu Road Station, when
Swamiji confided to him : "I am still unable to understand
anything of your so-called religion.'* Then with an expression
of deep sorrow on his countenance and intense emotion shaking
his body, he placed his hand on his chest and added, "But my
heart has expanded very much and I have learnt to feel. Believe
me, I feel intensely indeed." His voice was choked with feel-
ing; he could say no more. Tears rolled down his cheeks.
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